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HI Team and intervention areas  

  
The HI Rwanda program has 118 staff members and is part of the EAR Program.  
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General data of the country  

 

a. General Data  
  

DATA Rwanda Kenya Belgium 

Population 12.9 53.7 11.5 

IHDI 0.54 0.60 0.93 

Gender-related 
Development Index 

0.945 0.937 0.974 

Maternal Mortality 248 342 5 

GINI Index 43.7 40.8 27.4 

Population within UNHCR 
mandate 

145,360 421,248 42,168 

INFORM Index 4.2 5.9 1.9 

Fragile State Index 86.03 90.32 27.10 

Public social protection 7.3 2.3 29.2 

Net official development 
assistance received 

1332.3 3244.8 0 

  

 

 

b. Humanitarian law instruments ratified by the country  
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Convention on Cluster Munitions ratified in 2011 
UN Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities 

ratified in 2008 

 

 

 

  

 

  

c. Geopolitical analysis  
  
1. Geographical/Demographical elements 
Small in size (26.338 square kilometers) and landlocked, Rwanda is hilly and fertile with a densely packed 

population of about 12.46 million people (2018). Rwanda is located in Central/Eastern Africa, and is 

bordered by the Democratic Republic of the Congo to the west, Uganda to the north, Tanzania to the east, 

and Burundi to the south. The central and western part of the country is dominated by a portion of the 

Albertine Rift Mountains that give way to forests, savannahs, plains and swamps as you move eastward. 

Despite its proximity to the equator, Rwanda has a moderate climate.   

  
 
2. Political elements context  
  
The political, social and economic context of Rwanda was profoundly affected by the genocide against 

Tutsi perpetrated in 1994. Ever since, the country continues to deal with the consequences even though 

a rapid growth is noted throughout. Rwanda has guarded its political stability since 1994. In terms of 

governance, Rwanda has a semi-presidential regime, ruled by Rwandese Patriotic Front, the massively 

recognized party. In 2018, for the first time, two opposition parties, the Democratic Green Party of 

Rwanda and Social Party Imberakuri, won two seats each in the parliament. On 16 March 2021, a new 

opposition party known as "Rwanda Platform for Democracy (RPD)" was formed by Dr Christophe 

Kayumba but is not yet legally recognizsed by the Government. 

Two legislative chambers are put in place: the Senate and the Parliament. In these two organs, women fill 

64% of the seats. In December 2015, an amendment to the constitution paved the way for the re-election 

of President Paul Kagame in August 2017 now in his third 7-year term in office.   
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3.  Socio-Economic elements  
  
Rwanda’s long-term development goals are defined in “Vision 2020,” a strategy that seeks to transform 

the country from a low-income, agriculture-based economy to a knowledge-based, service-oriented 

economy with middle-income country status by 2020. In order to achieve this, the Government of Rwanda 

has come up with a medium-term strategy: the second Economic Development and Poverty Reduction 

Strategy (EDPRS 2). The latter aimed to: raise gross domestic product (GDP) per capita to $1.000; reduce 

the percentage of the population living below the poverty line to less than 30%; and reduce the percentage 

of the population living in extreme poverty to less than 9%. These goals build on remarkable development 

successes over the last decade that include high growth, rapid poverty reduction and reduced inequality. 

Between 2001 and 2015, real GDP growth averaged at about 8% per annum1 .  

Despite the Government’s commitment to ensure a strong and sustainable economic growth, poor 

infrastructure and a lack of access to electricity are some of the major constraints to private investment. 

Investment relies heavily on foreign aid, with stable inflows critical to keep the current investment rate 

high at about 25% of GDP. Reducing the country’s dependency on foreign aid through domestic resource 

mobilization and promoting domestic savings is viewed as critical.  

  
Over the past two decades, Rwanda has achieved significant economic and structural reforms and 
sustained growth with support from the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). Through 
its 2020 vision, the government stepped forward towards transforming Rwanda into a middle income 
country where Rwandans enjoys better health, education and prosperity.   
  
As a member of the East African Community, Rwanda continues to be a hosting country for more than 
75.162 Congolese refugees3 from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 92.840 Burundians and 
8,727 asylum seekers4. This situation is progressively becoming volatile with the geopolitical situation 
becoming continuinge to be worsened by the tense state of between Rwanda , Burundi and Uganda 
relations which come to the fore today. The twohree countries allegedly accuse each other for violating 
each one’s security. The situation resulted into Rwanda to forbid Rwandans to cross the borders, going 
neither to Burundi nor to Uganda. On the Burundi side, although the land borders are still closed, relations 
are moving in a positive direction. The Rwandan and Burundian leaders (Paul Kagame and Evariste 
Ndayishimiye respectively) have expressed their willingness to work together and move forward 
positively as once brotherly countries. The new diplomatic relations are promising. Also, Burundian 
refugees are being repatriated. 
The newly elected Burundian president, Mr. Evariste Ndayishimiye, continues to accuse Rwanda for 
preventing Burundian refugees from returning to their homes This tense situation continues to also affect 
transactional businesses between the three countries. However, oOn another positive note, the relations 
between Rwanda and The Democratic Republic of Congo have improved after the latter has had a new 
president, Mr. Antoine Tshisekedi.  
                                                      
1 World Bank report, 2016  
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Currently, Rwanda is striving towards implementing its recently adopted strategy known as “Vision 
2050”. It now aspires to reach Middle Income Country (MIC) status by 2035 and High-Income Country 
(HIC) status by 2050. This aspiration will be carried out through a series of seven-year National 
Strategies for Transformation (NST1), underpinned by detailed sectoral strategies that are aimed 
towards achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.  

The NST1 came after the implementation of two, five-year Economic Development and Poverty 
Reduction Strategies—EDPRS (2008-12) and EDPRS-2 (2013-18), under which Rwanda experienced 
robust economic and social performances. Growth averaged 7.5% over the decade to 2018, while per 
capita growth domestic product (GDP) grew at 5% annually. Economic growth exceeded 10% in 2019, 
driven mostly by large public investments for implementation of the National Strategy of Transformation. 
Strong growth was expected to continue in 2020.   

Despite the Rwanda’s commitments to improve its economic growth in 2020, the latter has been 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. It has severely led to disrupted international flows of goods and 
services, significant spillovers to the broader global economy and, more particularly, caused shocks on 
exports, tourism, international trade and travel. Rwanda is already feeling mounting balance of payment 
and fiscal pressures. This could negatively impact the provision of public health services with respect to 
COVID-19 response and preparedness capacity, as well as adversely affect the provision of other 
essential health service delivery in Rwanda, as healthcare workers and fiscal resources are redirected to 
the emergency response.    

Source: https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/rwanda/overview  
 

Though the COVID-19 pandemic has had negative effects on the social and economic life, Rwanda is 

making every effortseffort to overcome the situation. The report notes that the Government of Rwanda 

initiated a swift and robust response to the pandemic, with the adoption of the Economic Recovery Plan 

(ERP) estimated at US$900 million over the two fiscal years 2019/20 and 2020/21.The recovery plan 

aims to scale up social safety net programs for the most vulnerable, build key infrastructures, and support 

strategic enterprises, including small- and medium-size enterprises. 

Social safety nets programs have already reduced poverty by 1.2 percentage point in 2020, the report 

says, and could reduce poverty by 1.7 percentage points in 2021 if the government undertakes the 

expansion planned in the ERP (Source: https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-

release/2021/02/08/covid-19-pandemic-pushes-rwanda-into-recession-severely-impacts-human-capital). 

  
More importantly, Rwanda’s strong economic growth was accompanied by substantial improvements in 
living standards, with a two-thirds drop in child mortality and near-universal primary school enrollment. 
A strong focus on homegrown policies and initiatives has contributed to significant improvement in access 
to services and human development indicators. Measured by the national poverty line, poverty declined 
from 77% in 2001 to 55% in 2017, while Life expectancy at birth improved from 29 in the mid- 

                                                           
34  And 640 from other nationalities, seeking for registration as refugees by UNHCRregistered as refugees by UNHCR  , March 2018  
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1990s to 69 in 2019. The maternal mortality ratio has fallen from 1,270 per 100,000 live births in the 
1990s to 290 in 2019.   
  

e. Analysis of the disability situation    
Representation and Understanding of Disability  

Statistics and 
data on 
disability  

 According to the fourth population and housing census of 2012, the number of 
persons with disabilities aged 5 and above is about  5% (446.453 people) of which 
221.150 are males and 225.303 are females (National Institute of Statistics in 
Rwanda (NISR), 2012).   

 There is only a small difference by gender, with a prevalence rate of 5.2% for males 
(aged 5 and above) and 4.8% for females. Approximately, 20% (87,900) of the 
population of persons with disabilities are children between the ages of five and 
eighteen. There is no data for children under the age of five. A higher poverty 
incidence is seen among households headed by a person with a disability (50%) 
than among households headed by a person with a disability (44%). 

 According to the NISR, the count of persons with disabilities by province reflects 
the geographical distribution of the population in general, with the largest number 
being found in the Southern Province (122,319) and the lowest in Kigali City 
(32,170). For the same reason, the number of persons with disabilities is higher in 
rural areas than in urban areas. The highest concentration of persons with 
disabilities can be observed in Gisagara district (6.8%; Southern Province) and 
Karongi district (6.5%; Western Province).  

  

Attitudes and 
social 
representatio 
n of disability2  

 Progress have been made to recognize the rights of persons with disabilities in 
legislation. wWith the ratification of the UNCRPD in 2008, there is a shift in the 
social to human right model of disability;   

 Despite the legal recognition, the Rwandan community still considers disability as a 
curse, is not disability inclusive and friendly yet;  

 People still undermine people’s rights and don't fight against violence: “When a 
person with disability is raped, people never take it seriously saying that no one can 
rape her”3;  

 Disability stigma and discrimination from family members results in negative 
attitudes and neglect and feelings of shame in the family toward the persons with 
disabilities;  

 The Demographic Health Survey 2010 finds that 22.3% of women between 15 and 
49 years already have experienced sexual violence4.  

  

                                                      
2 https://blogs.unicef.org/east-asia-pacific/breaking-barriers-for-children-with-disabilities-in-cambodia/  
3 HI Rwanda’s, Assessment the factors of risk and vulnerability of women and men with disabilities to sexual and gender-based violence report, 2012  
4 National Institute of Statistics of Rwanda, 2011  
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Application, 
monitoring 
and 
evaluation of 
the UNCRPD  

 Rwanda has signed and ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with  
Disabilities in 2008;  

 The National Council of Person with Disabilities (NCPD) was created in 2011 
(operating from the national to grassroots level);  

 Monitoring reports are available: African Decade of Persons with Disabilities’ report 
(2008), UPHLS’s baseline report (2012) on social inclusion of persons with 
disabilities into social services, and NCDP’s report (2016) on national assessment of 
centers caring for children with disabilities in Rwanda;  

 Rwanda conducts Universal Periodic Review (UPR) and provides reports to the UN;  
 The Civil Society provides a parallel report on the application of the UNCRPD. The 

latest published in 2018 noted that Rwanda needs to reform its policies and laws, 
in particular the Law No. 01/2007 of 20 January 2007 on the protection of persons 
with disabilities in general and the Law on protection of disabled war veterans to 
comply with the UNCRPD. They are based on the outdated medical model of 
disability. Also, some categories of people with disabilities are left behind, which 
denies them access to different services and limits the exercise of their rights 
(Alternative Report on Rwanda, 2018: 6).  

 The Government of Rwanda, through NCPD, continues to actively monitor the 
implementation of 24 recommendations taken in the Global Disability Summit 
(London, 2019) 

Integration of 
Disability into 
national laws 
and public  
policies  

 The Government has mainstreamed disability into development plans including the 
National Policy for the Protection of Persons with Disabilities adopted by the 
Ministry of  

Local Government (MINALOC), the recognition of disability as a cross-cutting issue by 
the  

Ministry of Education (MINEDUC) and the Ministry of Health (MINIESANTE) in their 
sector  

strategic plans (17-24). The Rwanda Disability Inclusion Policy developed in 2018 
awaits approval by the Cabinet;   

 EDPRS II adopted disability inclusion as a crosscutting issue Likewise, the National 
Strategy for Transformation (NST 1) adopted disability inclusion as a crosscutting 
theme.  

 Ministry of Local Government (MINALOC), Ministry of Education (MINEDUC), 
Ministry of Labour (MIFOTRA), Ministry of Infrastructure (MININFRA) and Ministry 
of Health (MoH) have policies in place that take into consideration the needs of 
persons with disabilities in respectively access to services, education, employment, 
accessibility and health care.  
 In May 2021, the Government of Rwanda, through the Ministry of Local Government, 
adopted a national policy for Persons with Disabilities and a 4 year4-year strategic 
plan to implement it (2021-2024). The National Policy of Persons with Disabilities 
builds on Government’s commitment to empower, support and promote the 
inclusion of persons with disabilities in the country. The policy recognizes the 
achievements within the disability component and seeks to build on these strengths 

Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Highlight

Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Font: 11 pt, Highlight

Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Font: 11 pt

Formatted: Font: 11 pt



HI – Rwanda Country Card – 2021 09 – UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2021  
  

4  
 

Formatted: Justified

Formatted: Centered

as the Government launches the next phase of development plans including the 
National Strategy for Transformation (NST1) and Vision 2050. 

 

Barriers and Facilitators of Access to Services  

Access to 
services5  

 Barriers to health, education and social services continue to exist for persons with 
disabilities. There are particularly limited services for persons with intellectual, 
mental, and sensory (hearing and visual) impairments (Thomas, 2005) even though 
some efforts have been made by the Government. The following are typical 
examples:  

 MoH has put a ministerial order that regulated access to health services for PwDs. 
‘’Persons with disabilities whose degree of disability is between 50% and 100% 
shall be the responsibility of the State as regards the mutual health insurance 
scheme while those whose degree of disability is between 30% and 49% shall be 
the responsibility of the State at 50% in respect of mutual health insurance 
premiums”. In addition to this, the State agrees to entirely remain responsible for the 
care of persons whose degree of disability is between 70% and 100%;  

 The number of persons with disabilities engaged in economic activities in Rwanda 
is 52%; this is much lower than that of the population without a disability (71%);  

 For the limited services that are available in the country regarding health or 
education, quality inclusive services and programmes is still a concern (HI Rwanda’s 
report, 2012)6;  

 There are particularly limited services for persons with intellectual, mental, and 
sensorial (hearing and visual) impairments (Thomas, 20057);  

                                                      
5 http://www.macrothink.org/journal/index.php/jsss/article/viewFile/11458/9128  
6 HI (2012). An assessment of the factors of risk and vulnerability of women and men with disabilities to sexual and gender-based violence. Kigali   
7 Thomas, P. 2005. Mainstreaming Disability in Development: Country-level research - Rwanda Country Report. DFID Disability Knowledge and Research.  
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 The daily reality for persons with disabilities in Rwanda is that they continue to face 
barriers and are among the poorest and most vulnerable peoples;  

 Limited access to information: persons with disabilities are also less likely to obtain 
sexual health information and also specific knowledge of how to report cases of 
SGBV8.  

 In education, challenges limiting children with disabilities from completing schooling 
still exist. The Rwanda Education Sector Strategic Plan (ESSP) of 2013-2018 
confirmed that more Children with Disabilities (CwDs) have never attended school 
than those without any (27% versus 14%) and more CwDs dropped out of school 
than those without (9% versus 6%)9. 

Main stakeholders in the field of disability  

Structure of 
DPOs   

Alongside the government, Organizations of Persons with Disabilities (OPDs) advocate for equal 
rights, opportunities, and participation of persons with disabilities. They are working under two 
different groups: 13  DPOPDs form the National Union of Disability Organizations in Rwanda 
(NUDOR) and Umbrella of Organizations of Persons with Disabilities in the Fight Against HIV & 
AIDS and for Health Promotion.  

International 
actors  

Several INGOs are working in the field of disability in Rwanda: My Right (Swedish NGO 
sponsoring local ODPs, HI (health prevention, inclusion and protection) and HVP Gatagara 
(health and education).  Others like JICA, World Vision, VSO, Liliane Foundation sponsoring 
children with disabilities, Plan International, ADRA (Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
in Rwanda), Care International, Save the Children, and World Vision are mainly focusing on 
education. In 2021, Catholic Relief Services (CRS) initiated a new programme on inclusive 
Nutrition and ECD in consortium with HI, Umuhuza, Three Stones International and University 
of Global Health Equity. 

  
  
  
  
 
 
  
 

                                                      
8 HI Rwanda’s report, 2012  
9 Ministry of Local Government, National Policy for Persons with Disabilities, 2021: p.5 
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f. Brief description of exposure to armed violence & emergency risks in the 
country Description of exposure to mine/weapon & emergency risks in the 
areas covered + continuum/contiguum related issues 
  
1.  Exposure to Humanitarian Mine Action   
Rwanda has a small residual problem with mines and explosive remnants of war (ERW). This is due to 
the legacy of the 1990–1994 war against the government that committed the 1994 genocide, from the 
retreat of the army and Interahamwe militias to neighboring countries and their subsequent attacks 
launched from the Democratic Republic of the Congo in 1996–1998 in the northwest of the country. At 
the Second Review Conference to the Mine Ban Treaty in November–December 2009, Rwanda declared 
it had fulfilled the clearance requirements of Article 5 of the Mine Ban Treaty.   
In 2009, Mines Advisory Group (MAG) destroyed more than 100 different types of small arms and over 
70 tons of surplus munitions.   
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2.  Hazards  
The country is highly prone to drought, landslide, flood, earthquake and windstorm. Rwanda 
experienced a growing number of disasters in recent decades, causing physical, social and economic 
damages and losses. The best known amongst these disasters are droughts that occurred in 1989, 
2000, 2005, 2006 and 2014; the devastating landslides that occurred in 1988, 2006, 2010 and 2011 
mainly in the northern and western provinces; the ever increasing floods across the country, the 
earthquake of 2008; and the windstorms that constantly hit different parts of the country.  
 
In 2021, Rwanda experienced the aftermath of the Nyiragongo volcanic eruption and severe 
consequences were noted such as earthquakes that destroyed houses in the Gisenyi region (Rubavu 
district), close to the Democratic Republic of Congo. Because of this, Rwanda experienced an 
internal migration of the population seeking refuge in Kigali and was a shelter for an influx of 
Congolese refugees who left the country because of this eruption 
  
Earthquake   
  

The entire country is located in a seismic zone. An earthquake could have potential 
intensity varying from MMI10 V to MMI VII. The entire population is exposed with 
about 3.2 million people exposed to earthquake at intensity MMI VII and 
approximately 7.3 million Rwandans are exposed to earthquake at intensity MMI VI. 
This is the case of the consequences of Nyiragongo volcanic eruption in May 2021 
(see more information in the section above).  

Flooding  
  

Flood hazards are likely to occur in many different locations in the country, but more 
particularly the Western province  

Landslide  The highlands of the Congo-Nile Ridge in the Western, Southern and Northern 
provinces are prone to landslide. About 40 percent of the country’s population is 
exposed to landslide at moderate to very high slope susceptibility.11  

Drought   Eastern province is very likely to experience severe drought from moderate to very 
high susceptibility  

 
  
3.  Small Arms  
Rwanda has signed and ratified the Nairobi Protocol for the Prevention, Control and Reduction of 
Small Arms and Light Weapons in the Great Lakes Region and the Horn of Africa in July 2012. It is a 
politically binding Declaration to enhance cooperation and institutional capacity to address a 
multitude of security challenges through enhanced small arms control.  
There is no comprehensive data on small arms availability in the central Africa region. In 2013, 
Rwanda had completed marking the weapons belonging to the police, private security companies 
and civilians as well as 80% of firearms belonging to the army. There are not many concerns 
regarding small arms in Rwanda.  
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g. Overall analysis of the 13 service sectorsHI sectors of intervention in 
the context  
  
Services sectors   Global analysis  

1. Health and  
Prevention  
Services12   

  

  

  

  

  

  

The fourth Health Sector Strategic Plan (2018-2024) provides the health sector 
with a framework to guide its strategies, objectives, priorities and plans. It aims 
at ensuring universal geographical and financial accessibility of equitable and 
affordable quality health services: Maternal, Neonatal and Child & Community 
Health; Family Planning and reproductive Health; Nutrition Services; 
Communicable Diseases (STD/AIDS, TB, and Malaria), Integrated Disease 
Surveillance & Response and Disaster Preparedness and Response (DP&R); Non-
communicable Diseases; Health communication; and Environmental Health.  
Services are provided at different levels of the health care system (community 
health workers, health posts, health centers, district hospitals, and referral 
hospitals) and by different types of providers (public, confessional, private-for-
profit, and NGO).   
At all levels, the sector is composed of administrative structures and 
implementing agencies but health has become a mandate of districts under the 
revised decentralization law (Article 143). Districts have been re-enforced, 
planning is better, budgets are discussed and allocated to districts under 
leadership of MINECOFIN, and there is more ownership by districts.   
The districts support health centres in establishing the plans and they hold 
monthly coordination meeting to evaluate health indicators. Access to services 
has increased in districts with an extended number of health centres as well as 
extending scope of health services.  
All district hospitals offer the district health package of services. Butaro hospital 
also provides cancer service package. It is the only cancer centre in the country.  

                                                      
10 Modified Mercalli Intensity describes the intensity of an earthquake based on its observed effects (I (not felt) to XII (total destruction)  
11 the National Risk Atlas of Rwanda, Ministry of Disaster Management and Refugee Affairs, Sept. 2015  
12 Mid Term Review Of The Rwanda third Health Sector Strategic Plan, October 2015  
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There is a total of 7 provincial referral hospitals. Three Referral Hospitals are being 
established: Kibuye, Kibungo and Ruhengeri and four of them are in the process 
to become Provincial referral Hospitals. They are gradually receiving more 
resources (staff, equipment and financial resources) to provide more specialized 
services.  

   There are three public National Referral Hospitals (NRH): Kigali Teaching 
Hospital, Butare Teaching Hospital and Ndera Neuro Psychiatric Hospital. King 
Faysal Hospital is a private National Referral Hospital.  

   The College of Medicine and Health Sciences, using the two teaching hospitals, 
train some 100 medical doctors per year.   

 

 

 

 

Maternal, Newborn 
and child health  

  Human resource capacity has improved at health service delivery level. All heads 
of health centers have upgraded to A1, there is a move to having skilled midwives 
in all health centers and hospitals although it is not yet fully achieved. There is not 
enough staff and the desired skill mix of the available staff is not optimal; several 
categories are missing e.g. specialist doctors, midwives, among others. There is 
continuous staff turnover in health facilities.  
  
Maternal and New-born Child Health 
Maternal and Child Health  

   A National Mental Health Policy 1995 was revised; it mentions 10 interventions, 
each with its objectives and strategies.  
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   Quantity of staff needs to be increased and quality of mental care improved.   

   The Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR) in 2019 was 290 per 100.000 Live Births, the 
target of 2018 being 220.  

 

 

 

Sexual and 
Reproductive 
Health and Rights 

  Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) was 32 in 2015, being close the MDG target of 
28/1000 LB in 2015 and 22/1000 LB in 2018. Under five Mortality Rate (U5MR) 
stands at 50/1000 LB in 2015, still away from the MDG target for 2015 (30) and 
for 2018 (42)  
  
Sexual and Reproductive Health and RightsAdolescent sexual reproductive 
health and rights (ASRH&R)  

   In 2012 the Ministry of Health (MoOH)-MCH unit produced an ASRH&R Policy 
that guide the interventions in this field. An ASRH&R Package has been defined 
for youth friendly SRH services  

   % teenage pregnancies has increased from 4.7% in 2012 to 5.5% in 2015, even 
higher than 3.3% 2018 target. Special and focused family planning services for 
the youth are too few and of insufficient quality. Innovative messages for the 
younger age-groups need to be developed.  
  
Family Planning (FP)  
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be achieved through an intensive collaboration between public and private 
sectors.  

   Women in Rwanda have on average 4.2 children during their reproductive life and 
53% of women use contraception, regardless of the method.  
  
Nutrition  

   In Jan 2014, MINALOC, MoH and MINAGRI produced the National Food and 
Nutrition Policy 2013-2018 (NFNP).  

   Prevalence of Stunting brought down from 51 in 2005 to 38 in 2015. Similarly,  
Underweight reduced from 18 to 9 and Wasting reduce from 5 to 2. The CBNP 
(Community- Based Nutrition Program) is firmly present in all villages with all 
Community Health Workers trained in Maternal, Infant and Young Children 
nutrition education.  
HIV and AIDS  

   HIV prevalence in the adult population has remained stable since 2005 at 3%  
(Rwanda Demographic & Health Survey (RDHS) 2005, 2015 and Rwanda Aids 
Indicator & HIV Incidence Survey (RAI-HIS) 2013). HIV prevalence remains higher 
among women than among men.   

 

 

 

 

Non-
communicable 
diseases 

  The geographic coverage of HIV prevention interventions and HIV treatment has 
also increased up to (in 2015) more than 95% of all health facilities to allow the 
accessibility of HIV comprehensive services to the Rwandan population.  
  
 
 
 
Infectious Neglected Tropical dDiseases  

   In Rwanda, the most common Infectious Diseases (IDs) include but are not limited 
to the following: Hepatitis B & C, food or waterborne diseases: bacterial diarrhea, 
hepatitis A, and typhoid fever. Other IDs can include vectorbornevector borne 
diseases: eg. Malaria. However, they The Neglected Tropical Diseases in Rwanda 
mainly refer to the Soil Transmitted Helminths (STH) and Schistosomiasis (SCH) 
of the intestines. Other NTD like Trachoma or Filariasis do not pose a serious 
pPublic hHealth problem because the Government has put in place strong 
measures to control them and provide adequate treatment care to all.  
  
Mental health and Psychosocial support (MHPSS)Mental Health (MH)  
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   Stigma towards mentally ill patients still exists.   

   Quantity of staff needs to be increased and quality of mental care improved.   

 
    

Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs)  
    

According to the situation analysis report (2021) conducted on the Universal 
Health Coverage for Non-Communicable Diseases in Rwanda, 

There is a strong political commitment and engagement: The GoR 
adopted a NCDs policy and a Strategic Plan to implement it in 2015. 
The NCD Policy set out its guiding principles, policy objectives and 
key priorities. A specific NCD Division to follow it up was established 
by the Ministry of Health in the Rwanda Biomedical Centre. The Unit 
developed clinical guidelines for 6 clusters namely Hypertension, 
Heart failure, Diabetes, Renal failure; chronic obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease and Asthma. In addition, epilepsy is a significant and 
neglected health problem in Rwanda at all ages 

 In September 2021, the MOH officially launched  thelaunched the 
National NCDs Strategic Plan and Costed Action Plan 2020-2025 
with a focus on more national coordination , community awareness 
and quality of services in the coming years 

 The GoR made much efforts with focus on the decentralization of 
NCDs prevention, early detection, care and treatment towards 
Universal Health Coverage (Health Sector Performance Report, 2019-
2020). Among remarkable achievement, are included the 
establishment of NCDs health clinics in 97 health centrescenters (out 
of 499 in total), providing training and mentorship opportunities for 
health professionals to improve the quality of services provided to 
patients with NCDs and putting in place an Electronic Medical Record 
Systems (OpenMRS) in 42 hospitals for consultation and intensive 
follow up as well digital tracking of  NCDs evolution; 

 Community and health workersworkers’ awareness in relation with 
NCDs risk factors and early detection need to be strengthened to 
avoid late medical consultations and delayed diagnoses 

 A training manual for health care providers on trauma management 
was elaborated. There is one general practitioner per District 
Hospitals, working in emergency services, 70% of them have been 
trained.   

 Though strong efforts were made, outstanding challenges are 
reported due to the fact that 38.2% of Rwanda are below the poverty 
line and cannot afford to bear the cost of NCDs treatment and care. 
The Community Based Health Insurance established in 2004. The 
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latter only covers the cost for screening NCDs for only women aged 
40 years and men over 35 years. 

In March 2015, MOH produced a NCD Policy, setting out its guiding 
principles, policy objectives and key priorities. A Strategic Plan was 
developed with defined package of care by level of health facilities. The 
Unit developed clinical guidelines for 6 clusters namely Hypertension, 
Heart failure, Diabetes, Renal failure; chronic obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease and Asthma.  

   Community and health workers awareness in relation with NCDs risk factors 
and early detection need to be strengthened to avoid late medical 
consultations and delayed diagnoses  

   A training manual for health care providers on trauma management was 
elaborated. There is one general practitioner per District Hospitals, working in 
emergency services, 70% of them have been trained.   

   A study conducted from August 1, 2011 to January 31, 2013 showed that 
road traffic crashes were the leading cause of overall injuries (46%), followed 
by falls (30%), blunt force injuries (12%), burn injuries (< 5%) and penetrating 
injuries (machete, gunshot or knife) for less than 3%.  

   Despite significant headway by the government in Road Traffic Crash 
prevention, there continue to be high rates of RTIs in Rwanda, specifically with 
young males and vulnerable road user population, such as pedestrians and 
motorcycle users. The capacity of the Rwanda Police should be enhanced to 
effectively enforce traffic laws and regulations so as to reduce accidents. 
Expansion of injury surveillance and prevention programs could prove 
valuable for efforts towards crash prevention. Targeting education to 
motorcycle taxis could help reduce RTIs in a severely affected population.  

   Epilepsy is a significant and neglected health problem in Rwanda at all ages.  

2. Rehabilitation 
ServicesPhysical 
and Functional 
Rehabilitation  

  

  

  

  

Between 2000 and 2017, there were approximately 344 physiotherapists 
trained in  
Rwanda, registered in Rwanda Allied Health Professional Council (RAPHC). 
Until 2011, orthotists were trained abroad only. The initial training of 18 
students is currently in second year at the College of Medicine and Health 
Sciences (CMHS) of the University of Rwanda (UR).   
There are 11 orthopedic technicians currently working in Rwanda (3 in CHUK, 
1 in Kanombe Military Hospital, 2 at HVP Gatagara, 1 at Ruhengeri Hospital, 
1 in Gihundwe Hospital, 1 in Gahini Hospital, 1 in a private center at Gikondo 
and 1 with a bachelor’s degree who is an assistant lecturer in CMHS. As for 
the functional rehabilitation (RF) services, there are physiotherapy services in 
all the District Hospitals and in the 4 Referral Hospital. In addition, there are 
15 private clinics offering physiotherapy services in Kigali. In the whole 
country, only 5 public workshops offer orthopedic devices and other 5 are 
privately run.  
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The UR-CMHS provides training for health professionals, including 
physiotherapists, orthopedic technicians and occupational therapists.  

   A total of 41 occupational therapy students (of whom 14 are in the final year 
(4th), 15 in the third year and 12 in the second year) are taking courses at 
CMHS. The first ones have completed their course in June 2018. In total, 8 out 
of 13 students graduated from the first intake of occupational therapists at the 
University of Rwanda (College of Medicine and Health Sciences) and 6 were 
registered in the Rwanda Allied Health Professional Council. 5 out of 6 
occupational therapists (OTs) were engaged in functional rehabilitation 
centers. However, a recent government decision was that other students will 
not be registered until the integration of the 3 current intakes in the services 
of health proves to be effective. In 2021, the situation has positively evolved 
because 37 OTs had their degrees, 27 are employed and 10 have newly 
graduated in 2021. Based on this, the Government allowed the registration of 
25 new students in the faculty of OTs (13 in year 1 and 12 in year 2). This is 
in line with the ongoing social work faculty (recognized by the Ministry of 
Health) undertaken at the University of Rwanda.   

   Rwanda managed to develop a module on CBR, including basic notions of 
disability  

 
  and rehabilitation care, disability prevention, identifi13cation and referral for 

people with disabilities under the lead of the National Council of Persons with 
Disabilities (NCPD).  

   Rwanda Allied Health Professions' Council (RAHPC) was registered in the 
Official Journal in January 2013 and represents 18 different paramedical 
professions. It groups together physiotherapists, occupational therapists and 
orthopedists.   

                                                      
13  MINEDUC, 2016: p.27  
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   42 district public hospitals and 4 national reference hospitals, as well as some 
government aided rehabilitation centers and private centers, have functional 
rehabilitation services including orthoses, prostheses, surgery, 
ophthalmology. The Occupational Therapy Department is currently in the 
Rwanda Military Hospital, HVP Gatagara Nyanza and in Gahini Functional 
Rehabilitation Center. HVP Gatagara is looked at as a specialized 
rehabilitation hospital by the MINISANTE even though the accreditation 
process is still to be undertaken.   

   The equipment is provided by public and private rehabilitation services are 
not really affordable by the majority. Since 2009, the national decree imposes 
the financial coverage of the equipment by public insurance (85 to 90% 
coverage) but this applied in only two reference hospitals which are the 
University Hospital Center of Kigali and the Butare University Hospital Center. 
Luckily enough, in 2018, the MoH allowed HVP Gatagara to accept the local 
insurance mutual scheme to pay the services rendered to patients.    

   Mobility aids are not produced in sufficient quantities in the country, only 
crutches are produced locally. Wheelchairs are available only through 
international donations. For the moment, HI expects to conduct a study on 
technical aids and mobility devices to assess their availability, accessibility, 
affordability and quality. In addition to this, NCPD and RBC are discussing the 
establishment of wheelchair standards too.   

   There is no speech therapist training in Rwanda. Currently, the curriculum has 
been developed by UR CMHS but needs funding to start training.  

3. Education 
ServicesInclusive 
education  

  

  

In 2016, MINEDUC estimated that a large number of children with disabilities 
are out of school and 0.7%15 of 2.546.623 are only enrolled in primary 
schools. Among 19.118 students with disabilities, 12.1% have a hearing 
impairment, 17.2% have a visual impairment, 3.7% have communication 
difficulties and 37.4% have physical impairment while 17% and 6.6% 
respectively have learning difficulties and multiple disabilities14. In secondary 
education, students with disabilities (4,557) represent 0.8% of all students 
(592,501) enrolled in 2017. At this level, the low Net Enrolment Rate of 
34.1% is a cause for concern. Dropout and repetition rates continue to be high 
(5.2% in 2017).  
According to the endline evaluation report conducted by HI in 2020, 
challenges impeding the successes of inclusive education persist still. Major 
ones include (i) delayed mindset change for some community members, (ii) 
self-stigma for learners with disabilities, (iii) lack of adapted resources/ 
materials to teach specific topics such as Braille and Sign Language, and (iv) 
limited teachers’ capacity to adapt instructional communication and monitor 
children’s Individual Education Plans (IEPs). Some teachers still believe that 
all children can be assessed in the same way, irrespective of the needs and 

                                                      
14 MINEDUC, Education Statistical Yearbook, 2016: p.27  
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abilities. Also, the high learner- teacher ratio (overpopulation in classroom: 54: 
1) and inaccessibility of schools remain critical issues.     

   There is a challenge related to teacher’s qualification. The regional 
assessment conducted by Education Development Trust states: ‘’a lack of 
qualified personnel is a challenge for the school to be able to deliver the 
courses and develop expertise in the teaching workforce’’15.  

 
   However, despite the enormous challenges, the Government’s commitment to 

respond to needs of children with disabilities is quite high. It is in this regard 
that MINEDUC has adopted “equitable opportunities for all Rwandan children 
and young people at all levels of education” as a 7th priority in the Education 
Sector Strategic Plan (ESSP) 2018/19-2024/25.  

   The Ministry of Education recently adopted guidelines to formalize practices of 
referral and multidisciplinary assessment for learners with disabilities 
(MINEDUC, 2020). Multi-Disciplinary Assessment Teams (MDAT) are going to 
be put in 5 pilot districts of Nyabihu and Rubavu (Western Province), 
Nyaruguru (Southern Province), Kayonza and Nyagatare (Eastern Province).  

4. Economic 
Services inclusion  

  

  

  

In Rwanda, Micro Finances Institutions (MFI) are key for the majority of the 
population to access to financial services.   
The National Bank of Rwanda is mandated to regulate and supervise 
Microfinance institutions. MFI include Savings and Credit Cooperatives 
(SACCOs) and some limited companies that operate microfinance activities.   
Access to economic services is improving in Rwanda and SACCO Program 
seems to be an effective way to channel more money into the formal financial 
system: in 2016, 89% (72% in 2012) of Rwandan adults were financially 
included through formal or informal financial mechanisms 16 . Nevertheless, 

                                                      
15 Education Development Trust and UNICEF’s Eastern and Southern African Office (UNICEF ESARO). A research conducted to investigate the extent of 

fulfilment of the right to education of children with disabilities. August 2015  
16 FinScope Rwanda 2016 http://www.statistics.gov.rw/publication/finscope-rwanda-2016  
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adults with disabilities represent 8% of the excluded when they do officially 
count for 5% of the Rwandese population.  

   Still 72% (2016) of adult population use informal mechanisms to manage their 
finances. SACCOs and mobile money are key channels to reduce the 
vulnerability of adults who rely on informal mechanisms only.    

   In terms of economic activity, there is a clear difference between the 
proportions of currently employed (above 16 years old) among those with a 
disability (52%) and without a disability (71%).  The share of the inactive 
population is higher for the population with a disability than that without a 
disability (43% compared to 25% )17 
A flagship programme was also developed as part of the Rwanda Economic  
Development and Poverty Reduction Strategy: the Vision 2020 Umurenge 
Programme (VUP). It has three components: public works, direct support and 
financial services.  
The poor benefits from Vision 2020 Umurenge (VUP) Programme through the 
direct support budget/ cash and high intensity manpower to earn some money 
(programme run by Local Development Agency (LODA) in collaboration with 
district and sector level authorities..  

5. Disaster Risk 
Reduction & 
Climate Change 
AdaptationDisaster 
Risk  

Reduction  
Services  

  

  

Disaster context in Rwanda is mainly linked with natural, man-made and 
mixed disasters. Many cases of disaster are particularly linked to the 
geographic, historical and socio-cultural aspects of the country. Rwanda has 
limited cases of disaster resulting from natural hazards, but has sometimes 
experienced localized flooding and landslides and drought. There are also 
disasters resulting from epidemics, road accidents, forest fires and social 
conflicts. Several mass population displacements occurred as a result of 
conflicts (DRC refugees since 1993, 1994 war and genocide, crisis in Burundi 
in 2015), and were followed by the reception and resettlement of many 
returning refugees.   
A national policy on disaster risk reduction and prevention in Rwanda was 
approved in 2003. From the policy, a national body on Disaster Risk 
Management was put in place in July 2004.   

                                                      
17 Fourth Population and Housing Census, Rwanda, 2012, Socio-economic characteristics of persons with disabilities, 2014  
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   The National Disaster Risk Management Plan (NDRMP) aims to develop and 
strengthen national preparedness, response and recovery capabilities in 
Rwanda; it describes roles, functions and responsibilities of the main actors 
involves in Disaster Management.  

   Humanitarian partners are expected to deliver support to Government 
institutions and the affected population in a cohesive and coherent manner, in 
line with the strategies  

 
  of the MINEMA. The National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (NPDRR) is 

composed of line Ministry focal points for disaster management and all 
organizations playing a significant role in Disaster management.  

   The MINEMA /UN Joint Intervention Management Committee (JIMC) is a joint 
coordination mechanism to facilitate the effective and efficient collaboration 
between MINEMA and the United Nations in Rwanda. JIMC is chaired by the 
Minister of MINEMA and co-chaired by the representative of the United Nations 
in Rwanda.    

6. Social 
development and 
Social 
protectionSocial  

Services  

  

  

  

  

Various programmes have been set up by different institutions to contribute to 
poverty reduction and the improvement of Rwandans’ living conditions. In the 
health sector, different schemes co-exist and complement one another. For the 
formal sector, the Rwanda Health Insurance Scheme, Military Medical Insurance 
and private insurance companies cover, respectively, the civil servants, 
members of the Rwanda Defense Force, and employees of private companies. 
All formal-sector workers are also part of the Social Security Fund of Rwanda 
(SSFR) for occupational hazards. The informal sector and rural populations are 
members of other schemes, called community-based health insurance schemes 
(mutuelles de santé). These schemes covered 91 per cent of the population in 
2010.  
In addition to these schemes, there are some other social transfers. Among them, 
formal sector employees contribute for their pension.   
A flagship programme was also developed as part of the Rwanda Economic  
Development and Poverty Reduction Strategy: the Vision 2020 Umurenge 
Programme (VUP). It has three components: public works, direct support and 
financial services. This programme has shown results in reducing poverty 
among beneficiaries. Another Rwandan initiative is the Ubudehe programme 
and approach (community targeting/classification through social mapping).   
To support the genocide survivors, the Fund for the Support and Assistance to 
the Survivors of the Tutsi Genocide and Other Crimes against Humanity was 
established and supported them in different areas (housing, education, health, 
social, incomegenerating activities).   
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   A project also contributed to the improvement of livelihoods, soil fertility and 
nutrition status through providing a dairy cow to poor families.  Other vulnerable 
groups such as the disabled and orphans and vulnerable children are also 
targeted by some of these interventions and also benefit from other 
interventions.   

   There are different coordination mechanisms at different levels in Rwanda to 
improve the efficiency and impact of interventions in the social protection sector.  

   The Rwanda draft Social Protection Sector Strategy 2018-2024 defines Social 
Care as  ”services that provide institutional and community-based care, 
protection, rehabilitation, psychosocial support, advice, referrals and case 
management support to the most vulnerable and marginalized individuals and 
households”.  

7. Access to 
justice and 
support to  

DPOsInclusive 
governance  

  

  

Access to justiceAccess to justice  
Access to Justice for the most vulnerable is front and center on the government’s 
priority list in promoting inclusive governance for all.  
Government and the Justice, Reconciliation, Law & Order Sector Strategy 
(2009-2013) have taken substantial steps and initiatives to make justice more 
accessible. The most important initiatives have included: moves towards a 
national system of accessible legal advice and representation through the 
establishment of MAJ offices (Maison d’Accès à la Justice) in all districts; and the 
development of the Abunzi (volunteer and free of charge mediation committees 
mandated by law to solve well defined minor conflicts) at the community level. 
Justice, Reconciliation, Law & Order Sector Strategic  

 
 
 

  Plan (13-18) aims at strengthening universal access to quality justice.   

   Mechanism for providing access to justice for the indigent has been developed 
through a National Legal Aid policy. This policy refers explicitly to article 8 of the 
Law No 20/01/2007 on the Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: 
“A disabled person shall have the right to legal representation like any other 
person in courts of law as determined by law. The State shall determine the 
modalities of providing legal aid to the needy disabled persons who are not able 
to get legal representation.”  

   Legal aid providers in Rwanda comprise of both State and Non-State Actors 
(NGOs, MAJ, University Legal Aid Clinics and the Bar Association). CSOs have 
been working towards improving access to justice for all Rwandans through 
legal aid provision to indigent persons. In 2006, legal aid providers came 
together to form a Legal Aid Forum (LAF) with the shared vision of equitable 
access to justice for all.   
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    Support to Organisations of Persons with Disabilities (OPDs): The National 
Council of Persons with Disabilities (NCPD) was established by the Law 
N°03/2011 of 10/02/2011. It is a public and independent institution with legal 
personality and both financial and administrative autonomy. It shall be a forum 
for advocacy and social mobilization on issues affecting persons with disabilities 
in order to build their capacity and ensure their participation in national 
development. The Council assists the Government to implement programs and 
policies that benefit persons with disabilities.  

   NUDOR  (National Union of Disabilities’ Organizations of Rwanda), established 
in 2010, is the civil society platform for 13 OPDs: Troupe Handicapée 
Twuzuzanye  
(THT), National Paralympics Committee (NPC),Rwanda National Union of the 
Deaf (RNUD), Association Nationale des Femmes Sourdes et Muettes au 
Rwanda ( ANFSMR), Association Générale des Handicapés du Rwanda ( 
AGHR),  
Rwanda Union of the Blind ( RUB), Collectif Tubakunde, National Organization 
of Users and Survivors of Psychiatry in Rwanda (NOUSPR), Organization for 
the Integration and Promotion of People with Albinism (OIPPA), Rwanda Ex-
Combatants and Other People with Disabilities (RECOPDO), Rwanda Union of 
Little People (RULP), Rwandan Organization of Women with Disabilities 
(UNABU) and UWEZO Youth Empowerment. NUDOR’s key activity is 
advocacy.  

8. Shelter & Non 
Food 
ItemsShelter and 
infrastructure  
Services  

  

  

  

In the refugee camps, UNHCR’s shelter and infrastructure strategy consists of 
providing semi-permanent houses made out of a pole structure covered with 
mud plastering and iron sheet roofing, for Congolese refugees living in camps. 
To respond to the sudden mass influx of Burundian refugees since April 2015, 
UNHCR dispatched individual family tents, for the initial sheltering of refugees 
while semi-permanent structures are being constructed.  
Regarding the existing refugee situation, there is often a gap on infrastructures 
provisions for which HI can offer some technical support to make them inclusive 
In case of new massive arrival, there will new immediate shelter needs.  

   With the technical and financial support of HI, Rwanda Housing Authority 
(RHA) has developed and approved an accessibility checklist tool for inclusive 
schools (2013). However, respect of accessibility standards on school 
infrastructure is still critical. HI envisions to provide close technical support to 
Rwanda Education Board to make this smoothly happen.   

9. Safe and Inclusive 
MobilityService 
for the 
prevention of 
accidents and 
reduction of  

  

  

There is a national legislation on small arms control in Rwanda since 1979.  A 
separate definition for light weapons, which would enable the enacting of the 
Protocol for the Great Lakes Region and Horn of Africa, which requires a 
prohibition on their civilian possession, is not included. A permit, issued by the 
Minister responsible for the National Police, is required to possess small arms.  
Important gaps still exist regarding the control on the civilian possession, arm 
flows  
Road safety 
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A study conducted from August 1, 2011 to January 31, 2013 showed that road 
traffic crashes were the leading cause of overall injuries (46%), followed by falls 
(30%), blunt force injuries (12%), burn injuries (< 5%) and penetrating injuries 
(machete, gunshot or knife) for less than 3%. 
 
Despite significant headway by the government in Road Traffic Crash 
prevention, there continue to be high rates of RTIs in Rwanda, specifically with 
young males and vulnerable road user population, such as pedestrians and 
motorcycle users. The capacity of the Rwanda Police should be enhanced to 
effectively enforce traffic laws and regulations so as to reduce accidents. 
Expansion of injury surveillance and prevention programs could prove valuable 
for efforts towards crash prevention. Targeting education to motorcycle taxis 
could help reduce RTIs in a severely affected population. 
 

 
10. Explosive 
Ordnance Risk 
EducationviolenceRisk 
Education and Land 
Release linked to 
arms  

  There is a national legislation on small arms control in Rwanda since 
1979.  A separate definition for light weapons, which would enable 
the enacting of the Protocol for the Great Lakes Region and Horn of 
Africa, which requires a prohibition on their civilian possession, which 
is not yet included. A permit, issued by the Minister responsible for 
the National Police, is required to possess small arms.  

 Important gaps still exist regarding the control on the civilian 
possession, arm flows regulations, improvement of infrastructures 
and management system of arms belonging to the government 
(marking, electronical registration, destruction of obsolete arms).  
 

    According to the Small Arm Survey Rwanda counted 83 violent 
deaths by firearm in 2016 (rate of 0.7 per 100.000 population). In 
comparison, the rate is 6.3 in DRC and 0.6 in France. Violence linked 
to arms is not an acute problem in Rwanda.  

110. Water, 
sanitation and 
hygiene Services 
and 
SanitationWater, 
Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH)  

  

  

  

The water, sanitation and hygiene sector in Rwanda is guided by the National 
Water Supply and Sanitation Policies and Strategies.  
Rwanda aims to achieve 100% access to basic water supply and sanitation 
and 100% access to safely managed water and sanitation services by the 
years 2020 and 2030, respectively.   
Several organizations including national and international NGOs are 
providing WASH services in both humanitarian and regular development 
interventions. However, there is often a gap on inclusive WASH facilities for 
which HI can offer some technical support to make their services inclusive 
and accessible for people with disabilities and other vulnerable groups.  
The Government of Rwanda has reinforced WASH services as part of the 
mechanisms used to curb the spread of COVID-19 since march 2019 
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121. Common 
transportation 
and storage 
platformsLogistic 
platform Services  

  

  

The transport system in Rwanda centers primarily on the road network. A 
large amount of investment in the transport infrastructure has been made by 
the government since 1994, with aid from the European Union, China and 
Japan. Most of the main towns in the country are now connected by paved 
road in good conditions. The Logistics Performance Index 2016 indicates a 
satisfactory level of efficiency in Logistics service availability in Rwanda and 
it has placed Rwanda at 62nd among 160 countries.  

   WFP Rwanda has a main warehouse facility located in Kigali which consists 
of two permanent buildings and is accessible by road transport.  

132. Inclusive 
Humanitarian 
ActionCamp 
management /  

Repatriation  
Services  

  

  

  

MINEMA governs the National Disaster Management Committee (NDMC). 
The NDMC is the highest disaster management decision-making body and 
is chaired by the Minister of MINEMA.  
The refugee response is co-coordinated by the Ministry in charge of 
Emergency  
Management - MINEMA and UNHCR under the Refugee Coordination 
Model. The Refugee Coordination Model includes a range of UN Agencies, 
local and international NGOs, other operational partners and donor 
communities. UNHCR also coordinates sector working groups, co-
coordinating with partners where relevant. UNHCR coordinates refugee 
response appeals to ensure complementarity and avoiding duplication. 
UNHCR also advocates in the UNCT and other One UN fora for the inclusion 
of refugees in national and UN development planning. UNHCR and WFP are 
the only UN agencies operational in Congolese refugee camps.  
To implement its protection and assistance programme, UNHCR in 
partnership with MINEMA engages various local and international NGOs, 
and Government institutions, as well as private sector companies.  

   Rwanda hosts 12749.38%) 2149 refugees (situation of 30 AugustJun 
2021), among which 60.40048,234 (40.437.8%) 0are from Burundi (in 
Mahama camp and urban area) and 75.70077,712 (62.250.75%)0  are from 
DRC hosted in 5 camps. Some 25.086 refugees (mostly Burundian) are not 
living in camps, but are settled in urban areas where they are largely 
independent and receiving only very limited and targeted support from 
UNHCR. Most of these refugees arrived in 2015 during the Burundi 
emergency, and spontaneously settled in urban areas. This indicates that 
there is an openness for the host country to absorb refugees in the event of 
an emergency influx in districts rather than only in camp settings. Gashora 
Emergency Transit Mechanism (ETM counts 22258 evacuated from 
Eretria.Lybia. Other refugees include: 33 from Somalia, 11 from South 
Soudan, 136 from Sudan, 2 from Tanzania, 1 from Uganda, 2 from 
Afghanistan, 1 from Central African Republic, 6 from TchadChad, 8 from 
Cameroun, 1 from Kenya, 2 from Nigeria, 1 from Haiti, 1 from Guinea, 9 from 
Ethiopia and 9 from Angola. 
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143. Protection 
against violence 
and 
abuseProtection 
against abuse 
and violence  
Services  

  

  

35% of women and 39% of men age 15-49 have experienced physical 
violence since age 15. 22% percent of women age 15-49 and 5% of men 
have ever experienced sexual violence18.   
Rwanda has over the years taken strides in protecting and promoting the 
rights of women, girls and children including proclamation of legal policies. 
IOSC (Isange One Stop Center) is a Multi-sectoral and interdisciplinary 
Program being implemented by the Ministry of Gender and Family 
Promotion, Ministry of Health, Rwanda National Police, the Ministry of 
Justice, under the coordination of the Ministry of Gender and Family 
Promotion. The program is aimed at providing psychosocial, medical, police 
and legal services to adult and child survivors of gender based violence and 
child abuse occurring in the family or in the community at large.  

   The Gender Monitoring Office has the responsibility to monitor the quality of 
services offered to GBV victims and the effectiveness of GBV prevention and 
response mechanisms.  

   

 

Risk-Related Issues   

  
Description  Impact  Probability   Existing controls  

Violence caused by 
armed Rwandese  
forces infiltrating 
from Burundi & DRC 
(led by P5 Coalition 
made up of MRCD, 
FLN, RNC, FDLR &  
FDU Inkingi parties)  

High  Medium Low   
  
  
  


  

  

  
  

Updating and implement of security documents   
Monitoring of the situation  
Coordination with NIGO   
 Limit field activities in zone labeled “dangerous” (those 
bordering Burundi and DRC namely Rusizi,  
Nyamagabe and Rubavu districts)  
Clear security management and contingency plan  

The MRCD troops are mostly captured (including 
their leader Mr Rusesabagina and Mr Sankara, the 
spokesman). About twenty (20) are imprisoned 
and the court has given them 25 and 20 years of 
jail respectively. Also, with the new diplomatic 
relations with the new Burundian regime, the 
infiltrations have stopped.  
 

                                                      
18 National Institute of Statistics of Rwanda, 2014-2015  
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Reduced funding  High   HighMedium    Monitoring   
     Applying for diverse funding sources  

     Establish contacts with other INGOs for potential 
consortia  

  

 

  Update of the Donor mapping + visits to prioritized 
donors  
A new funding from USAID (consortium with Catholic 
Relief Services is approved by the donor for the next 5 
years) 
Ending projects (A new proposal was submitted to the 
Belgium Cooperation- DGD), the funding from GFFO in 
refugee camps and Swiss Development Cooperation 
(to fight gender based violence) are quite uncertain and 
and the expansion of inclusive education in 30 districts 
of Rwanda is likely to not be expanded as wished (eg. 
The funding from UNICEF is likely to not be secured in 
the future) 

Regional political 
instability (ongoing 
tension between 
Uganda and, Rwanda 
and  
Burundi)  

High  High    
  
  

Monitoring of the situation  
Clear security management and contingency plan  
Coordination with UNHCR and NINGO  

Spread of COVID-19 
and incapacity to 
contain it.  

High  Medium    

  

Enforce protection measures among the personnel and 
beneficiaries  
Adapt project activities to COVID-19 when need be and 
funding opportunities allow it  
The control of COVID-19 by the Government of Rwanda 
is proving to be successful 

High inflation due to 
COVID-19 shocks  

High  Likely    
  

Strict internal financial control mechanisms Proper 
planning & budgeting  
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Summary of HI presence in the country  

  
HI started operating in Rwanda after the aftermath of the genocide perpetrated against Tutsi in July 1994. 

From 1994 to 1996, HI worked alongside many other NGOs to provide emergency assistance to a 

population plunged in extreme distress, misery and poverty. From 1996 to 2000, the country experienced 

a period of relative social, political and administrative stability, during which HI engaged in long-term 

activities and aimed at improving the living conditions of vulnerable people, particularly those with mental 

health problems, HIV / AIDS, by providing them with appropriate support.  

 

Since 2001, HI has been contributing to the development of the country, expanding its activities and 

developing projects to prevent violence through a community-based mental health approach, promoting 

education for all, community-based rehabilitation, promoting rehabilitation and  of occupational therapy, 

fighting against gender based violence, protecting children from abuse and violence - especially children 

with disabilities, mental health in the refugee camps and caring for people with epilepsy.  

 

Following the reduction in the volume of the "HIV and Disability" project from 2010 and the decision to 

concentrate the program activities in a more limited area, particularly in the West of the country, the 

number of districts where HI Rwanda intervened directly or via its partners decreased from 25 to 13 at 

the end of 2012 (out of 30 in the country).  

 

In Since 2019, HI covers the 30 districts of Rwanda. This increase was due to the addition of two new 

projects: the Leave No One Behind project in the camps and the Exactee Inclusive Education project in the 

schools.This increase was due to the addition of two new projects: the Leave No One Behind project in 

the camps and the Exacte Inclusive Education project in the schools.  

  

From 2013, the geographic area of HI interventions in Rwanda has evolved as follows:  

End 2013: 9 districts              

End 2014: 11 districts        

End of 2015: 15 districts + 6 refugee camps   

End 2016: 24 districts + 6 refugee camps    

End 2017: 24 districts + 7 refugee camps+ 2 urban areas (Huye & Kigali)  

In 2019-2020: 30 districts + 7 refugee camps + 2 urban areas (Huye & Kigali) + Gashora Emergency 

Transit Mechanism (ETM).  
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In 2021: 30 districts + 7 refugee camps + 2 urban areas (Huye & Kigali) + Gashora Emergency Transit 

Mechanism (ETM). With effect from Mid-September 2021, the camps will be 6 because Congolese 

refugees from Gihembe Camp (Northern) will be sent to Mahama Camp (Eastern) because the former 

Gihembe is being closed. 
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Overview on ongoing projects  

  

Sectors of services where HI conducts projects and focus on beneficiaries and operational partnerships  
Main sectors of 

intervention 
and project 

title 

Objective of 
project in the 

sector 

 Main activities  Beneficiaries Final beneficiaries 
Partners 

 
Location 

Dates of 
beginning 
and end of 
the project 

and Donors 
Maternal, 
Newborn and 
Child Health 
(SMI-EPI) 

Prevention, 
detection and 
management of 
epilepsy is  
improved, 
integrated into 
Maternal and 
Newborn Child 
Health, and the 
social 
participation of 
people with 
epilepsy and 
their families in 
the communities 
is increased. 

  

 

  

  

 

 Support for the supply of 
anti-epileptics to 
hospitals and health 
centers  

  
 Training of health 

professionals on 
prevention and 
management of epilepsy 

 ;  
 Monitoring children at 

risk of developing 
epilepsy 

 ; Strengthening of the 
referencing system 
support for people with 
epilepsy through 
psychoeducational 
groups as well as 
awareness of the 
community.  

  

  

  

 

 72 Health providers of Rutsiro 
& Karongi  districts trained in   

 B-Emnoc (SONU-  
 B) 
   
 170 Health providers of  5  

districts refresher trained on c 
Care and epilepsy 

  Treatment of of 
 2,706 people with epilepsy 

supervised and receiving 
psychological social support 

    
  290 Troupe Handicapée 

Twuzuzanye THT members 
trained 

  Care givers and other groups 
trained on epilepsy integration 

 228 leaders from 122 psycho-
educational groups trained  

• 9,’648 Community Health 
Workers from 5 districts  

  
• 72 Health  
 providers of   
 Rutsiro and Karongi  districts 

trained  
 in  B- 
 Emnoc  
• 364 health  
 providers of  5 districts 

trained on c Care and 
epilepsy  

 treatment  
  
 2,800 people with epilepsy 

supervised 
 130 caregivers from 5 Early 

Childhood Development 
Centers trained  

 Ministry of 
Health 

 Biomedical 
Center 

Ministry of 
Health/  
Rwanda  
 Global 

Epileptic 
Connection 

 Rwanda 
Organization for 
Epilepsy 

  
Biomedic 
al Center (RBC),  
 
Global  
Epileptic 
Connection 
(GECO) 

Rutsiro,  
Karongi,  
Rubavu,  
Nyabihu and  
Ngororero 
districts 
(Western  
Province).   

01.Belgium  
Development  
Cooperation-  
1/01/2017 -– 
12.31/12/20
21  
  
  
 Belgium  
Development  
Cooperation 
  
  

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted Table ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...



HI – Rwanda Country Card – 2021 09 – UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2021  
  

4  
 

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

 5 early childhood development 
programmes supported to 
enroll children with epilepsy 

 62 children with epilepsy 
enrolled in 5 early childhood 
development centers 

 21 associations of people with 
epilepsy from 21 districts 
formed and supported 

 12,993 students and their 
teachers of 12 schools 
sensitized on epilepsy 

 5 early childhood 
development programmes 

 Number of children with 
epilepsy enrolled  

 16 associations of people 
with epilepsy from 16 
districts supported 

 122 Psychoeducation groups 
• 2800 people  
• with epilepsy 
supervised  
• 130 caregivers  

 
Rwanda 
Organization for 
Epilepsy (ROE).  

Physical and 
functional 
Rehabilitation 

The Functional  
Rehabilitation 
project aims at 
providing more 
accessible and 
better quality 
functional 
rehabilitation  
services in 
Rwanda  
 

  Support to the University 
of Rwanda College of 
Medecine and Health 
Science to offer quality 
teaching 

 Contribution to the follow 
up of the quality teaching 
and to the development of 
the Occupational Therapy 
profession  

 Support Rwanda  
Occupational Therapy 
Association in organizing 
awareness raising 
sessions 

 Capacity building for 
HVP- Gatagara Nyanza 

  Occupational Therapist 
students  

 2 Occupational Therapist expat 
lecturers  

 2 Occupational Therapist 
Rwandan assistant lecturers 
admitted to Master in South 
Africa  

 2 Occupational Therapists 
working at Rwanda Military 
Hospital  

 New registered students (25 
in Years 1 & 2) 

 28 professionals at Murunda 
and Masaka District hospitals 

 46 staff of HVP-Gatagara  

 41 Occupational Therapist 
students 

 3 Occupational Therapist 
expat lecturers 

 2 Occupational Therapist 
Rwandan Lecturers 

 2 Occupational Therapist 
working at Rwanda Military 
Hospital 

 21 professionals from 
Masaka and Murunda District 
Hospitals 

 41 staff of HVP- Gatagara 
 70 health professionals at 

Health Centers 
 72 Community Health 

workers and maternal health 
workers 

 Ministry of 
Health 

 University of 
Rwanda 
College of 
Medecine and 
Health Sciences 

 Masaka District 
Hospital 

 Fracarita/HVP  
Gatagara-
Hospital 

 Fracarita/HVP 
Gatagara- 
Gikondo 

 Fracarita/HVP 
Gatagara-
Nyanza 

Gasabo, 
Kicukiro, 
Rutsiro and 
Nyanza 
districts 
Gikondo  
Rehabilitatio
n Center in 
Kigali City;  
Fracarita / 
HVP  
Gatagara-  
Nyanza  
Rehabilitatio
n Center,  
Nyanza  
District  

01.2017 – 
12.2021  
 
Belgium  
Development  
Cooperation   
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and Gikondo, Masaka and 
Murunda  

 District Hospitals and 
Support  to work in 
synergy   

 63 users of functional 
rehabilitation services 

 10 health workers from 10 
sites of clinical placement  

 1 staff Physical Therapist of 
Murunda supported with  

salary 
 34 Maternal health workers in 

Nyanza 

 32 Maternal health workers 
 40 users of physical 

functional rehabilitation 
 10 health workers at 10 sites 

of clinical placement 

 Murunda 
District Hospital 

 Rwanda 
Occupational 
Therapy 
Association  

(Southern  
Province)   

Inclusive 
education 

(EXACTE IV) 

 Children with 
disabilities 
enrolled in 
schools have 
access to 
improved 
learning 
mechanisms 

 Children with 
disabilities are 
assessed by 
well-functioning 
district 
Assessment 
and Referral 
teams and are 
referred to 
social services  

 Children with 
disabilities have 
access to 
quality learning 

  Workshops for learners 
with intellectual delays and 
lessons / to adapt and 
validate textbooks / develop 
and validate storyboards / 
for Sign Language 
development / for 
multimedia authoring and 
textbook  

 Reinforce the capacity of 50 
District Referral and 
Assessment Teams 
members 

 Support referral and 
assessment for 100 new 
children with disabilities  

 Support 100 children with 
severe health conditions 

 Conduct educational needs 
assessment for children 
with disabilities 

  50 District Referral and 
Assessment Teams operating 
in 5 pilot districts 

 720 teachers 
 3,000 children with disabilities 
 100 children with disabilities 

assessed and referred to 
relevant social services 

 1,800 peer support club 
members supporting learning 
for children with disabilities 

 420 children with disabilities 
enrolled in early childhood 
development surrounding 60 
inclusive education model 
schools and 12 community-
based early childhood 
development centres 

 216 educators/teachers and 
early childhood development 
caregivers skilled on early 
stimulation  

 900 Inclusive Education 
Activists  

In total, 3,000 children with 
disabilities enrolled in 60 
inclusive education model 
schools and 150 cluster 
schools. 
 100 children with disabilities 

assessed and referred to 
relevant social services 

 1,800 peer support club 
members supporting learning 
for children with disabilities 
through 60 clubs. 

 420 children with disabilities 
enrolled in early childhood 
development surrounding 60 
inclusive education model 
schools and 12 community-
based early childhood 
development centres 

 

MINEDUC 
REB 
District schools 

Countrywide 
in all 30 
districts 

08.2021 – 
08.2022 
 
UNICEF 
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and inclusive 
basic education 
as results of 
effective 
community 
participation 

 420 children 
with disabilities 
have access to 
adequate early 
stimulation, 
learning, 
development 
and protection 
opportunities 

 Provide individual support 
to children with disabilities 

 Reinforce the capacity of 
720 teachers on inclusive 
education 

 Adapt 30 schools’ facilities 
 Organize large public 

awareness and learning 
events  

 Build capacity of 
educators/teachers and 
early childhood 
development caregivers on 
early stimulation activities 
and fabrication of early 
childhood development 
materials and toys 

 1,500 parents / psycho-
educative support group 
members actively supporting 
education of their children at 
school level 
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 Institutional support to 
Rehabilitation Based 
Communities and National 
council of person with 
disability to develop 
Community Based 
Rehabilitation guidelines 
and reinforcement of the 
national Technical working 
group  

 Support to National  council 
of person with disability 
leaders – Disability 
Management Officers at 
district and sectors level 

supported for implementing 
advocacy plan 
 1 Community Based 

Rehabilitation Guidelines 
developed 

 58 volunteers identified and 
trained 

 1,900 parent’s members of 
62 parents groups 

 124 parents trained on 
inclusive education    

 674 National  council of person 
with disability leaders trained 

 58 volunteers identified and 
trained 

 1,860 parents members of 
parents groups 62 parents 
groups  

 124 parents trained on 
inclusive education 

 1 Community Based 
Rehabilitation Guidelines 
developed 

 674 National  council of 
person with disability leaders 
trained  

 

 Action for 
Inclusive 
Education  
Development in 
Rwanda  
 

Mental Health & 
Psychosocial 
support  
 
(VBGAH III) 

The project 
"Prevention and 
management of 
gender, age and 
disability-related 
violence through 
a community 
mental health 
approach" aims 
to fight against 
violence based on 
gender, age and 
disability through 
a community 
mental health 
approach.   

  Empower communities’ 
mechanisms for prevention 
and protection of vulnerable 
people   

 Providing victims with 
holistic care and supporting 
actions to reduce risk 
factors for vulnerability to 
violence based on gender, 
age and disability 

  9,553 beneficiaries: 6,255 
women and 3,299 men. There 
are 1,086 minors and 122 
people with disabilities.  
 366 rape survivors - 308 

received full care 
 39 new cases of accompanied 

rape in 2021, of which 19 had 
access to medical care 

 20 new cases of rape, 
including 18 having benefited 
from psychological care. 15 
cases were filed by the police 
and brought to court. 

5,800 beneficiaries (65% 
women, 10% children and 25% 
males) of whom 5% are elderly 
people  

 Fondation 
Tumurere 

 Association pour 
l’Encadrement 
Sûr des Enfants 
Orphelins et 
autres enfants 
vulnérables de 
KIVUMU 

Districts of 
Rutsiro and 
Gasabo 

01.2018 – 
12.2021 
 
Switzerland 
Development  
Cooperation 
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 209 perpetrators of violence 
supported 

 4,300 beneficiaries are 
members of 198 self-help 
groups 

Sexual and 
Reproductive 
Health and 
Rights  
 
(Ubuntu Care III) 

End sexual 
violence against 
girls and boys, 
with or without 
disabilities, 
through the 
deployment of 
the inclusive child 
protection safety 
net to strengthen 
prevention and 
response 
strategies and 
mechanisms for 
children, girls or 
boys, survivors 
and / or at risk of 
sexual violence. 

  Fight against children’s 
abuse and violence 

 Supporting survivors and 
their caregivers for 
immediate assistance and 
longer-term rehabilitation 
and inclusion 

  4,439 children at risk of sexual 
violence  

 135 children: 55 survivors from 
sexual violence and 80 isolated 
children with disabilities, 402 
members of the child survivors 
or isolated children with 
disability families  

 4,482 children at risk of 
sexual violence 

 210 child survivors from 
sexual violence (120) and/or 
children with disability 
isolated (90)       

 630 family members of 
children survivor of sexual or 
isolated disable children 

DUTERIM 
BERE ONG  

 

4 sectors of 
Rutsiro  
District:   
Mukura,  
Manihira, 
Rusebeya and 
Murunda 

03.2019 – 
01.2022 
 
AFD 
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Mental Health 
and Psychosocial 
Needs in 
Humanitarian 
Programs  

 
 

Project 2: 
Strengthening 
inclusion and 
participation of 
Persons with 
Specific Needs in 
Humanitarian 
Interventions 

persons with 
mental health and 
psychosocial 
issues in both 
humanitarian and 
national 
programmes. 

 Organize therapeutic 
sessions for persons with 
mental health issues  

 Organize experience 
sharing sessions with 
service providers on 
inclusive practices 

 Support persons with 
mental health issues and 
drug users to get 
specialized health care  

 Social support to 
particularly vulnerable 
persons 

 Clinical supervision of the 
Psychologist Support 
children with severe 
disabilities and persons 
with mental health issues 
under neuroleptic drugs to 
get supplementary feeding 

 Strengthen the capacity of 
community volunteers 

 Refresher training for 
community resource 
managers 

 Engage the beneficiary’s 
participation in 
empowerment services 

 Support project 
beneficiaries to organize 
sensitization campaigns 

 6,588 children with disabilities 
benefited from community-
based rehabilitation  
 3,729 persons with disabilities 

and 4,906 older persons 
benefited from community-
based rehabilitation services  

 Kigeme camp 
 Kiziba camp 
 Gashora ETM 
 Huye urban 
 Kigali urban 

(Kicukiro, 
Gasabo and 
Nyarugenge 
districts) 

 
UNHCR 
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 Support for the senior 
citizens’ committees 

 Support youths with 
disabilities and young 
people who have 
overcome their 
psychological and 
psychosocial problems to 
access vocational training 

 Organize art activities with 
the beneficiaries regarding 
the implementation of the 
project 

 Follow up and information 
sessions on child 
protection, sexual and 
gender based violence and 
human rights 

 Assist sexual and gender 
based violence partners in 
providing psychosocial 
support services with 
disabilities and elderly 

 Establish a forum for older 
people and visits to the 
host communities 
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a Sustainable 
Inclusion 
Approach 

policies, programs, 
and services at 
local, national and 
regional level 
allows persons 
with disabilities to 
sustainably 
improve their 
rights and quality 
of life. 

 Development of inclusive 
policy reforms and their 
application 

 Expand community 
mobilization for the 
inclusion and autonomy of 
persons with disabilities 

 Creation or updates of 
directory identifying all 
local services accessible to 
persons with disabilities 

 Increase capacity of local 
actors to refer persons 
with disabilities to 
adequate and quality 
services  

 2 Districts receive a directory 
identifying all local services 
accessible to persons with 
disabilities 
 28,000 citizens are aware of 

inclusion and autonomy of 
persons with disabilities as well 
as their families within 
communities 

 105 Persons with 
disabilities receive support 
in rehabilitation services / 
vocational training.   

 2 Districts receive a 
directory identifying all local 
services accessible to 
persons with disabilities.   

 28,000 citizens are aware 
of inclusion and autonomy 
of persons with disabilities 
as well as their families 
within communities 

Inclusive 
Education  
 
EDUFAM- PGL  
 

Increased 
empowerment 
through education 
of girls, adolescent 
girls and women 
victims of conflicts 
in the Great Lakes 
region. 

  Support to:  
 Conduct a context analysis 

on access and quality of 
education for women and 
girls with disabilities in 
program areas 

 Revise project activities for 
adaptation and 
embedding inclusive 
approaches  

 Train project teams on the 
management of an 
inclusive education project 

 Train local partners on 
development of 
educational tools for 
inclusive education. 

  12 partners’ staff trained on 
disability inclusion 
 50 educationalists trained on 

inclusive education  

 23,739 girls, adolescent 
girls and women who are 
victims of conflicts, in 
particular refugees, 
displaced, returnees and 
people with disabilities 

 350 girls, adolescent girls 
and women who are victims 
of conflicts, in particular 
refugees, displaced, 
returnees and people with 
disabilities enrolled in 
inclusive schools 

CARITAS 
FAWE 
Maison Shalom 
Fondation Paul 
Guérin La Joie  
 

Kirehe district  
(Mahama 
camp) 

03.2020 – 
03.2022 
 
 

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...



HI – Rwanda Country Card – 2021 09 – UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2021  
  

4  
 

Formatted: Justified

Formatted: Centered

 Ensure monitoring and 
evaluation tools are 
inclusive. 

 
      Care givers and 

other groups of 
sensitization 
trained on epilepsy 
integration in their 
sensitization  
routine activities  
 228 leaders from  

122  
psychoeducational 
groups trained on 
full package of 
accompanying 
people with 
epilepsy 
 5 ECD 

programmes 
supported to enroll 
children worth 
epilepsy  
 62  children with 

epilepsy enrolled in 
5 ECD centers 
 21 associations of 

people with 
epilepsy from 21 
districts formed and 
supported  

  

  

from 5 Early 
Childhood  
Development 
Centers trained 
on integration of 
children with 
epilepsy  
 12993 

students and 
their teachers of 
12 schools 
sensitized on 
epilepsy  
 5 ECD 

programmes 
Number of 
children with 
epilepsy enrolled 
in 5 ECD 
programmes 
16 associations 
of people with 
epilepsy from 16 
districts 
supported 
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  122 
Psychoeducation 
groups 

Physical and 
functional 
Rehabilitation  

The "Functional  
Rehabilitation" 
project aims at 
providing more 
accessible and 
better quality 
functional 
rehabilitation  
services in Rwanda  
  

  

  

Support to UR-CMHS to 
offer quality teaching by 
paying salaries of 3 expat 
lecturers in occupational 
Therapy department.  
Contribution to the follow 
up of the quality teaching 
and to the development of 
the OT profession by 
facilitating the exchange 
between URCMHS and 
University of Gent 
department of OT and 
support to the curriculum  

  

  

 

37 graduated and 
26 had got license, 
10 are waiting for 
their license and 1 
died) OT students 
at UR-CMHS; 
2 OT  
expat lecturers;   
2 OT Rwandan  
assistant lecturers 
at UR-CMHS  
admitted to Master 
in South Africa;  
2 OT working at 
Rwanda Military 
Hospital.  
New registered 
students (25 in 
Years 1 & 2) 

  
  

  

  

  

41 OT students; 3 
OT expat lecturers;  
2 OT Rwandan  
OT Lecturers;  
2 OT working at 
Rwanda Military  
Hospital;  
21 professionals 
from Masaka and  
Murunda District  
Hospitals;  

Gasabo, 
Kicukiro, 
Rutsiro and 
Nyanza 
districts 

Belgium  
Development  
Cooperation  - 
1/01/2017 -  
31/12/2021  
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review.  
 Support Rwanda  

Occupational Therapy 
Association in organizing 
awareness raising about 
Occupational Therapy 
profession and its recognition 
among health care services.  
 Capacity building for HVP- 

Gatagara  
Nyanza and Gikondo,  
Masaka and Murunda  
 District Hospitals and 

Support  to work in synergy   

  

  

 

 

 

  

Rwanda Military  
Hospital;  
28 professionals at 
Murunda and Masaka 
District hospitals; 46 
staff of HVP-   
Gatagara;   
 63 users of 

functional 
rehabilitation 
services have been 
supported by HI   
10 health workers 

from 10 sites of 
clinical placement 
had a refresher 
training on Pricing of 
OT services by MoH  
1 staff PT of 
Murunda supported 
with  
salary;  
 34 Maternal health 

workers in Nyanza  

• 41 staff of 
HVP- Gatagara;  
• 70 health  
professionals at 
Health Centers;  
• 72 
Community 
Health workers 
and maternal 
health workers 
from Kicukiro 
and Rutsiro 
districts;  
• 32 Maternal 
health workers 
in Nyanza  
• 40 users of 
physical 
functional  

rehabilitation;  
• 10 health 
workers at 10  
sites of clinical 
placement.  

Hospital,  
Fracarita/ 
HVP  
Gatagara-  
Gikondo;   
Fracarita/ 
HVP  
Gatagara-  
Nyanza;  
Murunda  
District  
Hospital,  
Rwanda 
Occupatio 
nal  
Therapy 
Association  
(RWOTA)  

Gikondo  
Rehabilitation 
Center in 
Kigali City;  
Fracarita /  
HVP  
Gatagara-  
Nyanza  
Rehabilitation 
Center,  
Nyanza  
District  
(Southern  
Province)   
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improved learning 
mechanisms  
through the use of 
digital, multimedia 
and audio-visual 
materials adapted to 
their learning needs 
2. Children 
with disabilities 
from 5 pilot districts 
are assessed by 
well-functioning 
district Assessment 
and Referral teams 
and are referred for 
access to social 
services (health, 
rehabilitation, 
protection, 
education, social 
3. Children 
with disabilities 
have access to 
quality learning in 
60 inclusive model 
and 150 cluster 
schools and are 
enabled to have 
access to school 
physical 
environment 

delays and lessons review 
by integrating inputs and 
feedback from REB staff 
2. Organize workshop to 
adapt and validate 24 
upper primary textbooks 
(REB staff) 
3. Organize workshop to 
develop and validate the 
storyboards (REB staff) 
4. Organize Workshop for 
Sign Language 
development (REB staff) 
5. Organize workshop for 
multimedia authoring and 
textbook (REB staff) 
6. Reinforce the capacity 
of 50 District Referral and 
Assessment Teams 
members (DRATs) on 
assessment and referral 
practical tips. 
 
7. Support referral and 
assessment for 100 new 
children with disabilities 
to social services in the (5) 
pilot districts. 
8. Support 100 new 
children with severe 
health conditions from the 

males and 50% female) 
operating in 5 pilot districts 
 720 teachers (in 
60 inclusive education 
model schools and 150 
cluster schools) 
 3,000 CwDs 
enrolled in 60 IE model 
schools and 150 cluster 
schools. 
 100 children with 
disabilities assessed and 
referred to relevant social 
services,  
 1,800 peer support 
club members supporting 
learning for children with 
disabilities through 60 
clubs. 
 420 children with 
disabilities (3-8 years) 
enrolled in ECD 
surrounding 60 IE model 
schools and 12 
community-based ECD 
centres.                      216 
educators/teachers and 
ECD caregivers skilled on 
early stimulation with 

schools and 150 
cluster schools. 
• 100 
children with 
disabilities 
assessed and 
referred to 
relevant social 
services,  
• 1,800 
peer support 
club members 
supporting 
learning for 
children with 
disabilities 
through 60 
clubs. 
• 420 
children with 
disabilities (3-8 
years) enrolled 
in ECD 
surrounding 60 
IE model 
schools and 12 
community- 

Donor: UNICEF 
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adapted to their 
mobility needs 
4. 420 children  
with disabilities (3-8 
years) have access 
to adequate early 
stimulation, 
learning, 
development and 
protection 
opportunities in 
ECD 
5. Children 
with disabilities 
have access to 
inclusive basic 
education as results 
of effective 
community 
participation in 
addressing barriers 
of stigma and 
discrimination 
hindering their 
learning at 
community level. 

five (5) pilot districts to 
access appropriate referral 
services in district 
hospitals and other 
relevant services 
 
9. Conduct educational 
needs assessment for 
children with disabilities 
from 60 DIMS and refer 
them to social, education 
and protection services in 
30 districts 
10. Provide individual 
support to children with 
disabilities in  accessible, 
safe and inclusive 
resource rooms equipped 
with teaching/ learning 
materials in 60  DIMS  
11. Reinforce the capacity 
of 720 teachers from 60 
DIMS on the 
implementation of 
inclusive education (focus 
on UDL principles and 
UNESCO Nine Golden 
Rules) 
12. Adapt 30 
schools’ facilities to adjust  
their physical environment 

focus on individual 
support for young children 
with disabilities (3-8 
years) 
 900 Inclusive 
Education Activists (50% 
males and 50% females),  
 1500 parents’ 
members’ psycho-
educative support group 
members actively 
supporting education of 
their children at school 
level. 
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for learners with mobility 
challenges 
13. Organize large public 
awareness and learning 
events on inclusive 
education at district level 
14. Build capacity of 
educators/teachers and 
ECD caregivers on early 
stimulation activities 
(language, fine and gross 
motor development , 
social and emotional 
development ) with focus 
on individual support for 
children with disabilities 
15. Reinforce the capacity 
of educators/teachers and 
ECD caregivers on 
fabrication of ECD 
materials and toys using 
recycled and locally-
available materials 
16. Provide individual 
support to children with 
disabilities (3-8 years) in 
accessible, safe and 
inclusive  ECD equipped 
with teaching/ learning 
materials 
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Inclusive 
Governance 
(DLI-RBC: 
Développement 
Local Inclusif-
Réadaptation à 
base 
communautaire)  

To ensure better 
access to services 
(education, 
employment, 
sports & leisure) for 
people with 
disabilities 

  

  
  

Conduct awareness  
campaigns at  community  
level  

Conduct Awareness  

  

  

17 theatre 
clubs formed  
18 awareness 
campaigns 
conducted at  

  

  

17 groups of 194 
members created 
42 awareness 
campaigns on 
services,  

Ministry of 
Local  
Government  

4 sectors of  
Kayonza  
District  
(Eastern  
Province) and  

Belgium  
Development  
Cooperation 
(1/01/2017- 
31/12/2021)  

 
    

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
  

  

  
 

  

  
  
  
  
  

Campaign at service 
providers’ level  

Provide a personalized social 
support  

Support to local and national   
DPOs and parent groups  
  
Accessibility support to 
service providers: accessible  
playground for   PwDs 
 
Institutional support to RBC 
and NCPD to develop CBR 
guidelines and reinforcement 
of the national Technical 
working group  
Support to NCPD leaders – 
DMOs at district and sectors 
level  

  

  

  

  

 

 

community level 
85509 Persons 

sensitized on 
inclusion and 
access to services  
773 PWDs  

sensitized on 
access to services, 
advocacy and 
inclusion  
27 DMOs trained 

on access to 
services    
22 DPOs of 973 

members  
supported for 
implementing 
advocacy plan  
1 CBR Guidelines 

developed     

advocacy and 
inclusion raised  

• 62.405 
persons community 
members in 17  
sectors   
• 31 Disability  
Mainstreaming  
Officers  at district 
level  
• 133 leaders of  
National  council of 
person with 
disability leaders at 
district and sectors  
level  
• 510 PwDs 
members of self- 
help group  
• 58volunteers  
identified and 
trained   

(MINALO 
C), Troupe de 
personnes 
handicapées 
de  
Twuzuzanye 
(THT), 
Association  
Générale des  
Handicapés 
du Rwanda 
(AGHR),  
National  
Union of 
Disability’ s  
Organizations 
in Rwanda 
(NUDOR)  

13 sectors of  
Rutsiro  
District  
(Western  
Province).  
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58 volunteers 
identified and 
trained   
1900 parent’s 

members of 
parents groups  
62 parent’s groups  
124 parents 

trained on inclusive 
education    
674 NCPD leaders 
in Rutsiro and 
Kayonza Districts 
trained on CRPD, 
Disability inclusion 
and developed 
actions plans. 

  
• 1 860 parents 
members of parents 
groups 62 parents 
groups   
• 124 parents 
trained on inclusive 
education    
• 1 CBR 
Guidelines 
developed    
674 NCPD leaders 
in Rutsiro and 
Kayonza Districts 
trained on CRPD, 
Disability inclusion 
and developed 
actions plans.  
 

and Action 
for Inclusive  
Education  
 
Development 
in Rwanda  
(AIEDR) 
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 Mental Health & 
Psychosocial 
support 
(MHPSS) 
(VBGAH III) 

The project 
"Prevention and 
management of 
gender, age and 
disability-related 
violence through a 
community mental 
health approach" 
aims to fight 
against violence 
based on gender, 
age and disability 
(VBGAH) through 
a community 
mental health 
approach.   

  

  

Empower communities’ 
mechanisms for prevention 
and protection of vulnerable 
people against violence 
based on gender, age and 
disability.   
Providing victims with 
holistic care and supporting 
actions to reduce risk 
factors for vulnerability to 
violence based on gender, 
age and disability.  

 • In total, the project 
has reached 9,553 
beneficiaries (160 %) 
of the phase III target. 
The total number of 
women is 6,255 (65.4 
%), while the number 
of men is 3,299 (34.6 
%). There are 1,086 
minors (14.34%) - 
PwDs are  
122 (1.6%)  
• 366 rape 
survivors, including 
308 who received the 
full package of care.  
• 39 new cases 
of accompanied rape 
in 2021, of which 19 
had access to medical 
care • 20 new cases of 
rape including 18 
having benefited from 
psychological care  

   5,800  
beneficiaries  
(65% women,  
10% children and 
25% males) of whom 
5% are elderly people  
  

Fondation  
Tumurere &  
Associatio n 
pour 
l’Encadrement 
Sûr des 
Enfants 
Orphelins et 
autres 
enfants 
vulnérables 
de KIVUMU  
(APESEK).  

The project is  
implemented  
in the 
districts of 
Rutsiro and 
Gasabo.  

Switzerland 
Development  
Cooperation 
1/01/2018 -  
31/12/2021  
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    • Of the 20 new 
cases of rape, 15 cases 
were filed by the police 
and brought to court. At 
the end of June 2020, 5 
judgments were 
rendered with 4 cases 
successfully won.  
• 209 perpetrators 
of violence supported.  
• 4,300 
beneficiaries are 
members of 198 self-
help groups.  
  

     Formatted Table
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Sexual and 
Reproductive 
Health and 
Rights  
(Ubuntu Care III) 

.Ubuntu Care: 
Together to end 
sexual violence 
against girls and 
boys, with or 
without disabilities 
through the 
deployment of the 
inclusive child 
protection safety 
net to strengthen 
prevention and 
response 
strategies and 
mechanisms for 
children, girls or 
boys, with or 
without disabilities, 
survivors and / or 
at risk of sexual 
violence 

  

  

Fight against children’s 
abuse and violence 
Supporting survivors and 
their caregivers for 
immediate assistance and 
longer-term rehabilitation 
and inclusion in Rwanda  

• 4,439 children at 
risk of sexual 
violence  
• 135 children: 55 
survivors from 
sexual violence and 
80 isolated children 
with disabilities,       
• 402 members of  
the child survivors 
or isolated children 
with disability  
families                       

  

  

  

  

  

4,482 children 
at risk of sexual 
violence  
210 child 
survivors from 
sexual violence  
(120) and/or 
children with  
disability isolated  
(90) ,       
630 family 
members of 
children survivor 
of sexual or 
isolated disable 
children.  

  
DUTERIM 
BERE 
ONG).  
  

4 sectors of 
Rutsiro  
District:   
Mukura,  
Manihira, 
Rusebeya 
and Murunda  

French  
Development  
Agency (AFD)  
1/03/2019 -  
31/1/2022  
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Inclusive Humanitarian 

Action 
 

Project 1: 
Inclusion of Persons 
with Specific Needs, 
Mental Health and 

Psychosocial Needs in 
Humanitarion 

Programs in Rwanda 
(GFFO) 

 
Project 2: 

Strengthening 
inclusion and 

participation of 
Persons with Specific 

Needs in Humanitarian 
Interventions in 

Rwanda (UNHCR) 

 Optimize 
resilience,  
community  
participation 
and inclusion 
of persons 
with specific 
needs and 
persons with 
mental health 
and 
psychosocial 
issues in both 
humanitarian 
and national 
programmes      

  

  

  

  

  

  

Support persons with 
disabilities to get assistive 
devices  
Support persons with 
disabilities to get specialized 
medical care services 
Providing basic functional 
rehabilitation services and 
early detection of 
impairments in the refugee 
camps and host communities 
Organize therapeutic 
sessions for persons with 
mental Health issues 
oriented to Inclusion and 
reintegration of MH patients 
Organize experience sharing 
sessions with service 
providers on inclusive 
practices (refugee 
employment, accessibility 
and communication to 
persons with disabilities 
including mental health) 
Support persons with mental 
health issues and drug users 
to get specialized health care 
and detoxification services 
Provision of social support, 
including non-food items to 
particularly vulnerable 
persons 

  

  

  

  

  

  

14,862 persons 
with mental health 
and psychosocial 
issues benefited 
from 
psychotherapy 
services  
8,635 persons with 
specific needs 
received assistive 
devices  
6,588 Children with 
disabilities  
benefited from  
Community-based  
rehabilitation 
3,729 persons 
with disabilities 
and  
4,906 older 
persons benefited 
from CBR) 
services  

 

  

 

 

  7302 persons 
with disabilities  
 9006 older 

persons 
 8443 persons 

with MHPSS 
issues 

 MINEMA 
UNHCR  

Mahama camp 
(Kirehe 
district) 
Nyabiheke 
camp 
(Gatsibo 
district) 
Gihembe 
camp 
(Gicumbi 
district) 
Mugombwa 
camp 
(Gisagara 
District) 
Kigeme camp  
(Nyamagabe  
District)  
Kiziba camp 
(Karongi  
District)  
Gashora  
ETM  
(Bugesera  
district)   
Huye urban  
(Huye  
District)  
Kigali urban   
(Kicukiro, 
Gasabo and  

   

  

GFFO 1st May 
2020-31st 
December 
2021 
& UNHCR 1st 
January 2021-
31th December 
2021 
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Clinical supervision of the 
Psychologist 
Support children with severe 
disabilities and persons with 
mental health issues under 
neuroleptic drugs to get 
supplementary feeding 
(SOSOMA flour) 
Strengthen the capacity of 
community volunteers on 
Inclusion of PWDS and 
community-based approach 
of mental health and 
psychosocial support issues 
Refresher training for 
community resource 
managers on the community 
–based approach to mental 
health and Psychosocial 
support 
Engage the beneficiary’s 
participation in the ideas box, 
Gashora resource room 
center, educational, 
therapeutic and 
empowerment services 
Support project beneficiaries 
to organize sensitization 
campaigns related to 
international days (IDPD, 
MH, and International Day of 
older persons 

Nyarugenge 
districts)  
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Support for the senior 
citizens’ committees in 
organizing interactive 
meeting/ conversations 
between older people and 
young people and school 
children.  
Support youths with 
disabilities and young people 
who have overcome their 
psychological and 
psychosocial problems to 
access vocational training 
Organize art activities with 
the beneficiaries to collect 
their praise and complaints 
regarding the 
implementation of the 
project.  
Follow up/home visit and 
information sessions on child 
protection SGBV and human 
rights  
Assist SGBV partners in 
providing psychosocial 
support services with 
disabilities and elderly who 
are survivors of SGBV 
Establishment of a forum for 
older people and visits to the 
host communities 
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Inclusive 
Governance 

HELASIA  
Health,  

Education &  
Livelihood  
Africa: a  

Sustainable  
Inclusion  
Approach  

Effective  
participation in the  
development/amendment 
and implementation or 
follow-up of policies, 
programs, and  
services at local, national 
and regional level allows 
persons  
with disabilities in 
Rwanda to sustainably 
improve their rights and 
quality of life     

  

  

  

  

  

Sub-grants, notably to 
foster the effective 
collaboration between 
OPDs and CSOs. The 
development of inclusive 
policy reforms and  
their application with 
clear, shared plans 
between OPDs, CSOs 
and public authorities;   
Expand community  
mobilization for the 
inclusion and autonomy 
of persons with 
disabilities as well as 
their families within  
communities   
  
Creation or updates of 
directory identifying all 
local services accessible 
to persons with 
disabilities  

  
Awareness raising, 
training and support to 
increase capacity of major 
local actors to refer 
persons with disabilities 
to adequate and quality 
services.   

  

  

  

  

18 DPOs receive 
capacity building 
training on 
organizational 
management    
20 Persons with 
disabilities 
receive 
rehabilitation 
services   
2 Districts receive 
a directory 
identifying all 
local services 
accessible to 
persons with 
disabilities.   
28000 citizens are 
aware of inclusion 
and autonomy of 
persons with 
disabilities as well 
as their families 
within  
communities  
  

  

  

  

  

  

13 DPOs receive 
capacity building training 
on organisational 
management.  
4 policy 
implementation/reforms 
supported 105 Persons 
with  
disabilities receive 
support in 
rehabilitation 
services/vocation al 
training.   
2 Districts receive a 
directory identifying all 
local services 
accessible to persons 
with disabilities.   
  
28000 citizens are 
aware of inclusion and 
autonomy of persons 
with disabilities as well 
as their families within 
communities  
 

NUDOR  
(National  
Union of  
Disability 
Organizati 
ons of  
Rwanda)  
 

Nyamasheke 
and Rutsiro 
districts  

NORAD,  
period from  
1/1/2020-
31/12/2022.  
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Inclusive 
Education 
EDUFAM- PGL  

  
  
  
  
  

  

Increased 
empowerment  
through education 
of girls, adolescent 
girls and women 
victims of conflicts 
in the Great Lakes 
region”, in Rwanda  
(Mahama camp,  
Kirehe district,  
Eastern Province)  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Support for FPGL and CECI 
to:  
Conduct a context analysis 
on access and quality of 
education for women and  
girls with disabilities in  
program areas in Rwanda 
Revise the EDUCFAM 
project activities, for 
adaptation and embedding 
inclusive approaches.  
Train project teams  
(operating in Rwanda) on 
the management of an 
inclusive education project.  
Assess the level of 
inclusiveness of each local 
partner operating with FPGL 
in Rwanda.  
Train local partners on 
development of educational 
tools for inclusive education. 
Monitor and evaluate: ensure 
monitoring and evaluation 
tools are inclusive.  

12 partners’ staff 
(Maison Shalom & Pro-
Femmes) trained on 
disability inclusion  
 
50 educationalists 
(including teachers and 
school leaders) trained 
on inclusive education 
(concepts, legal 
framework, inclusive 
pedagogical, 
accessibility and 
fabrication of 
educational materials) 

  

  

  

23,739 girls, 
adolescent girls  
and women who  
are victims of 
conflicts, in 
particular 
refugees, 
displaced, 
returnees and 
people with 
disabilities in 
the Great Lakes 
region  
350 girls, 
adolescent girls  
and women who  
are victims of 
conflicts, in 
particular 
refugees, 
displaced, 
returnees and 
people with 
disabilities 
enrolled in 
inclusive schools.   

Local 
partners: 
CARITAS,  
FAWE &  
Maison  
Shalom  

Kirehe 
district  
(Mahama 
camp)  

Fondation Paul  
Gerin La Joie  
(FPGL)  
March 2020-
March 2022 
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Donors  

 
  
Directorate-general 
Development Cooperation 
and Humanitarian Aid 

DGD  
 
 
  
 
  

 
  

GFFO 

GERMAN  MINISTRY  OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS  

 

  
UNICEF 

  

 

  
UNHCR  

 
  

  

  
DDC (Swiss)Switzerland 

Development Cooperation 
 
 

 

 AFD 
 
 

 
Fondation Paul Guérin Lajoie 

NORAD 
 

AFD  
 
 

 

  
  

  
  
  

NORAD 
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